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region. We also discussed all problems here in
the region, the situation and everything relat-
ed to Iran and to the region.

I repeat welcoming Mr. Obama. We dis-
cussed everything candidly and frankly, with-
out any reservation, but there are other meet-
ings that will take place later, either in the
United States of America or anywhere else.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Well, I just want to thank

President Mubarak as well as the people of
Egypt for their wonderful hospitality. I’m very
much looking forward to speaking at the uni-
versity this afternoon. I wanted to first sit
down with President Mubarak, who, obvious-
ly, has decades of experience on a whole range
of issues.

As the President has indicated, we dis-
cussed the situation with Israel and the Pales-
tinians. We discussed how we can move for-

ward in a constructive way that brings about
peace and prosperity for all people in the re-
gion. And I emphasized to him that America is
committed to working in partnership with the
countries in the region so that all people can
meet their aspirations.

And I’m very much looking forward in the
months and years to come to continuing to
consult with the President. And I’ve communi-
cated to him, and I want to communicate to
the Egyptian people, our greetings from
America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:29 a.m. in
Quba Palace. President Mubarak spoke in Ar-
abic, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Cairo
June 4, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. Good
afternoon. I am honored to be in the timeless
city of Cairo and to be hosted by two remark-
able institutions. For over a thousand years,
Al-Azhar has stood as a beacon of Islamic
learning, and for over a century, Cairo Univer-
sity has been a source of Egypt’s advancement.
And together, you represent the harmony be-
tween tradition and progress. I’m grateful for
your hospitality and the hospitality of the peo-
ple of Egypt. And I’m also proud to carry with
me the good will of the American people and a
greeting of peace from Muslim communities
in my country: As-salaamu alaykum.

We meet at a time of great tension between
the United States and Muslims around the
world, tension rooted in historical forces that
go beyond any current policy debate. The rela-
tionship between Islam and the West includes
centuries of coexistence and cooperation, but
also conflict and religious wars. More recently,
tension has been fed by colonialism that de-
nied rights and opportunities to many Muslims
and a cold war in which Muslim-majority
countries were too often treated as proxies
without regard to their own aspirations. More-

over, the sweeping change brought by moder-
nity and globalization led many Muslims to
view the West as hostile to the traditions of Is-
lam.

Violent extremists have exploited these ten-
sions in a small, but potent minority of Mus-
lims. The attacks of September 11, 2001, and
the continued efforts of these extremists to en-
gage in violence against civilians has led some
in my country to view Islam as inevitably hos-
tile not only to America and Western coun-
tries, but also to human rights. All this has
bred more fear and more mistrust.

So long as our relationship is defined by our
differences, we will empower those who sow
hatred rather than peace, those who promote
conflict rather than the cooperation that can
help all of our people achieve justice and pros-
perity. And this cycle of suspicion and discord
must end.

I’ve come here to Cairo to seek a new
beginning between the United States and
Muslims around the world, one based on
mutual interest and mutual respect and one
based upon the truth that America and Islam
are not exclusive and need not be in
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competition. Instead, they overlap and share
common principles, principles of justice and
progress, tolerance and the dignity of all human
beings.

I do so recognizing that change cannot hap-
pen overnight. I know there’s been a lot of pub-
licity about this speech, but no single speech
can eradicate years of mistrust. Nor can I an-
swer in the time that I have this afternoon all
the complex questions that brought us to this
point. But I am convinced that in order to move
forward, we must say openly to each other the
things we hold in our hearts and that too often
are said only behind closed doors. There must
be a sustained effort to listen to each other, to
learn from each other, to respect one another,
and to seek common ground. As the Holy Ko-
ran tells us: “Be conscious of God and speak al-
ways the truth.” That is what I will try to do to-
day, to speak the truth as best I can, humbled
by the task before us and firm in my belief that
the interests we share as human beings are far
more powerful than the forces that drive us
apart.

Now part of this conviction is rooted in my
own experience. I’m a Christian, but my father
came from a Kenyan family that includes gener-
ations of Muslims. As a boy, I spent several
years in Indonesia and heard the call of the
azaan at the break of dawn and at the fall of
dusk. As a young man, I worked in Chicago
communities where many found dignity and
peace in their Muslim faith. As a student of his-
tory, I also know civilization’s debt to Islam.

It was Islam, at places like Al-Azhar, that car-
ried the light of learning through so many cen-
turies, paving the way for Europe’s renaissance
and enlightenment. It was innovation in Muslim
communities that developed the order of alge-
bra, our magnetic compass and tools of naviga-
tion, our mastery of pens and printing, our un-
derstanding of how disease spreads and how it
can be healed. Islamic culture has given us ma-
jestic arches and soaring spires, timeless poetry
and cherished music, elegant calligraphy and
places of peaceful contemplation. And through-
out history, Islam has demonstrated through
words and deeds the possibilities of religious
tolerance and racial equality.

I also know that Islam has always been a part
of America’s story. The first nation to recognize
my country was Morocco. In signing the Treaty
of Tripoli in 1796, our second President, John
Adams, wrote: “The United States has in itself
no character of enmity against the laws, reli-
gion, or tranquillity of Muslims.” And since our
founding, American Muslims have enriched the
United States. They have fought in our wars;
they have served in our government; they have
stood for civil rights; they have started business-
es; they have taught at our universities; they’ve
excelled in our sports arenas; they’ve won No-
bel Prizes, built our tallest building, and lit the
Olympic Torch. And when the first Muslim
American was recently elected to Congress, he
took the oath to defend our Constitution using
the same Holy Koran that one of our Founding
Fathers, Thomas Jefferson, kept in his personal
library.

So I have known Islam on three continents
before coming to the region where it was first
revealed. That experience guides my conviction
that partnership between America and Islam
must be based on what Islam is, not what it
isn’t. And I consider it part of my responsibility
as President of the United States to fight against
negative stereotypes of Islam wherever they ap-
pear.

But that same principle must apply to Mus-
lim perceptions of America. Just as Muslims do
not fit a crude stereotype, America is not the
crude stereotype of a self-interested empire.
The United States has been one of the greatest
sources of progress that the world has ever
known. We were born out of revolution against
an empire. We were founded upon the ideal
that all are created equal, and we have shed
blood and struggled for centuries to give mean-
ing to those words, within our borders and
around the world. We are shaped by every cul-
ture, drawn from every end of the Earth, and
dedicated to a simple concept: E pluribus un-
um—“Out of many, one.”

Now, much has been made of the fact that an
African American with the name Barack Husse-
in Obama could be elected President. But my
personal story is not so unique. The dream of
opportunity for all people has not come true for
everyone in America, but its promise exists for
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all who come to our shores, and that includes
nearly 7 million American Muslims in our
country today, who, by the way, enjoy incomes
and educational levels that are higher than the
American average.

Moreover, freedom in America is indivisible
from the freedom to practice one’s religion.
That is why there is a mosque in every State in
our Union and over 1,200 mosques within our
borders. That’s why the United States Govern-
ment has gone to court to protect the right of
women and girls to wear the hijab and to pun-
ish those who would deny it.

So let there be no doubt, Islam is a part of
America. And I believe that America holds
within her the truth that regardless of race, re-
ligion, or station in life, all of us share common
aspirations to live in peace and security, to get
an education and to work with dignity, to love
our families, our communities, and our God.
These things we share. This is the hope of all
humanity.

Of course, recognizing our common hu-
manity is only the beginning of our task.
Words alone cannot meet the needs of our
people. These needs will be met only if we act
boldly in the years ahead and if we understand
that the challenges we face are shared and our
failure to meet them will hurt us all. For we
have learned from recent experience that
when a financial system weakens in one coun-
try, prosperity is hurt everywhere. When a
new flu infects one human being, all are at
risk. When one nation pursues a nuclear weap-
on, the risk of nuclear attack rises for all na-
tions. When violent extremists operate in one
stretch of mountains, people are endangered
across an ocean. When innocents in Bosnia
and Darfur are slaughtered, that is a stain on
our collective conscience. That is what it
means to share this world in the 21st century.
That is the responsibility we have to one an-
other as human beings.

And this is a difficult responsibility to em-
brace, for human history has often been a re-
cord of nations and tribes and, yes, religions
subjugating one another in pursuit of their
own interests. Yet in this new age, such atti-
tudes are self-defeating. Given our interde-
pendence, any world order that elevates one

nation or group of people over another will in-
evitably fail. So whatever we think of the past,
we must not be prisoners to it. Our problems
must be dealt with through partnership; our
progress must be shared.

Now, that does not mean we should ignore
sources of tension. Indeed, it suggests the op-
posite. We must face these tensions squarely.
And so in that spirit, let me speak as clearly
and as plainly as I can about some specific is-
sues that I believe we must finally confront to-
gether.

The first issue that we have to confront is vi-
olent extremism in all of its forms. In Ankara, I
made clear that America is not, and never will
be, at war with Islam. We will, however, re-
lentlessly confront violent extremists who pose
a grave threat to our security, because we re-
ject the same thing that people of all faiths re-
ject: the killing of innocent men, women, and
children. And it is my first duty as President to
protect the American people.

The situation in Afghanistan demonstrates
America’s goals and our need to work togeth-
er. Over 7 years ago, the United States pur-
sued Al Qaida and the Taliban with broad in-
ternational support. We did not go by choice;
we went because of necessity. I’m aware that
there’s still some who would question or even
justify the events of 9/11. But let us be clear:
Al Qaida killed nearly 3,000 people on that
day. The victims were innocent men, women,
and children from America and many other
nations who had done nothing to harm any-
body. And yet, Al Qaida chose to ruthlessly
murder these people, claimed credit for the
attack, and even now states their determina-
tion to kill on a massive scale. They have affili-
ates in many countries and are trying to ex-
pand their reach. These are not opinions to be
debated; these are facts to be dealt with.

Make no mistake, we do not want to keep
our troops in Afghanistan. We see no—we
seek no military bases there. It is agonizing for
America to lose our young men and women. It
is costly and politically difficult to continue
this conflict. We would gladly bring every
single one of our troops home, if we could be
confident that there were not violent
extremists in Afghanistan and now Pakistan
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determined to kill as many Americans as they
possibly can. But that is not yet the case.

And that’s why we’re partnering with a coali-
tion of 46 countries. And despite the costs in-
volved, America’s commitment will not weaken.
Indeed, none of us should tolerate these ex-
tremists. They have killed in many countries.
They have killed people of different faiths, but
more than any other, they have killed Muslims.
Their actions are irreconcilable with the rights
of human beings, the progress of nations, and
with Islam. The Holy Koran teaches that “who-
ever kills an innocent” is as—“it is as if he has
killed all mankind.” And the Holy Koran also
says, “whoever saves a person, it is as if he has
saved all mankind.” The enduring faith of over a
billion people is so much bigger than the nar-
row hatred of a few. Islam is not part of the
problem in combating violent extremism, it is
an important part of promoting peace.

Now, we also know that military power alone
is not going to solve the problems in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. That’s why we plan to invest
$1.5 billion each year over the next 5 years to
partner with Pakistanis to build schools and
hospitals, roads and businesses, and hundreds
of millions to help those who’ve been displaced.
That’s why we are providing more than $2.8 bil-
lion to help Afghans develop their economy and
deliver services that people depend on.

Let me also address the issue of Iraq. Unlike
Afghanistan, Iraq was a war of choice that pro-
voked strong differences in my country and
around the world. Although I believe that the
Iraqi people are ultimately better off without
the tyranny of Saddam Hussein, I also believe
that events in Iraq have reminded America of
the need to use diplomacy and build interna-
tional consensus to resolve our problems when-
ever possible. Indeed, we can recall the words
of Thomas Jefferson, who said: “I hope that our
wisdom will grow with our power and teach us
that the less we use our power, the greater it
will be.”

Today, America has a dual responsibility to
help Iraq forge a better future and to leave Iraq
to Iraqis. And I have made it clear to the Iraqi
people that we pursue no bases and no claim on
their territory or resources. Iraq’s sovereignty is
its own. And that’s why I ordered the removal of

our combat brigades by next August. That is
why we will honor our agreement with Iraq’s
democratically elected Government to remove
combat troops from Iraqi cities by July and to
remove all of our troops from Iraq by 2012. We
will help Iraq train its security forces and devel-
op its economy, but we will support a secure
and united Iraq as a partner, and never as a pa-
tron.

And finally, just as America can never toler-
ate violence by extremists, we must never alter
or forget our principles. Nine-eleven was an
enormous trauma to our country. The fear and
anger that it provoked was understandable, but
in some cases, it led us to act contrary to our
traditions and our ideals. We are taking con-
crete actions to change course. I have unequiv-
ocally prohibited the use of torture by the Unit-
ed States, and I have ordered the prison at
Guantanamo Bay closed by early next year.

So America will defend itself, respectful of
the sovereignty of nations and the rule of law,
and we will do so in partnership with Muslim
communities, which are also threatened. The
sooner the extremists are isolated and unwel-
come in Muslim communities, the sooner we
will all be safer.

The second major source of tension that we
need to discuss is the situation between Israelis,
Palestinians, and the Arab world. America’s
strong bonds with Israel are well known. This
bond is unbreakable. It is based upon cultural
and historical ties and the recognition that the
aspiration for a Jewish homeland is rooted in a
tragic history that cannot be denied.

Around the world, the Jewish people were
persecuted for centuries, and anti-Semitism in
Europe culminated in an unprecedented Holo-
caust. Tomorrow I will visit Buchenwald, which
was part of a network of camps where Jews
were enslaved, tortured, shot, and gassed to
death by the Third Reich. Six million Jews were
killed, more than the entire Jewish population
of Israel today. Denying that fact is baseless, it
is ignorant, and it is hateful. Threatening Israel
with destruction or repeating vile stereotypes
about Jews is deeply wrong and only serves to
evoke in the minds of Israelis this most painful
of memories while preventing the peace that
the people of this region deserve.
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On the other hand, it is also undeniable that
the Palestinian people, Muslims and Chris-
tians, have suffered in pursuit of a homeland.
For more than 60 years, they’ve endured the
pain of dislocation. Many wait in refugee
camps in the West Bank, Gaza, and neighbor-
ing lands for a life of peace and security that
they have never been able to lead. They en-
dure the daily humiliations, large and small,
that come with occupation. So let there be no
doubt, the situation for the Palestinian people
is intolerable, and America will not turn our
backs on the legitimate Palestinian aspiration
for dignity, opportunity, and a state of their
own.

For decades then, there has been a stale-
mate: two peoples with legitimate aspirations,
each with a painful history that makes compro-
mise elusive. It’s easy to point fingers, for Pal-
estinians to point to the displacement brought
about by Israel’s founding and for Israelis to
point to the constant hostility and attacks
throughout its history from within its borders,
as well as beyond. But if we see this conflict
only from one side or the other, then we will
be blind to the truth. The only resolution is for
the aspirations of both sides to be met through
two states, where Israelis and Palestinians
each live in peace and security.

That is in Israel’s interest, Palestine’s inter-
est, America’s interest, and the world’s inter-
est. And that is why I intend to personally pur-
sue this outcome with all the patience and
dedication that the task requires. The obliga-
tions that the parties have agreed to under the
road map are clear. For peace to come, it is
time for them, and all of us, to live up to our
responsibilities.

Palestinians must abandon violence. Resis-
tance through violence and killing is wrong,
and it does not succeed. For centuries, black
people in America suffered the lash of the
whip as slaves and the humiliation of segrega-
tion. But it was not violence that won full and
equal rights. It was a peaceful and determined
insistence upon the ideals at the center of
America’s founding. This same story can be
told by people from South Africa to South
Asia, from Eastern Europe to Indonesia. It’s a
story with a simple truth: Violence is a dead

end. It is a sign neither of courage nor power
to shoot rockets at sleeping children or to blow
up old women on a bus. That’s not how moral
authority is claimed; that’s how it is surren-
dered.

Now is the time for Palestinians to focus on
what they can build. The Palestinian Authority
must develop its capacity to govern with insti-
tutions that serve the needs of its people.
Hamas does have support among some Pales-
tinians, but they also have to recognize they
have responsibilities. To play a role in fulfilling
Palestinian aspirations, to unify the Palestinian
people, Hamas must put an end to violence,
recognize past agreements, recognize Israel’s
right to exist.

At the same time, Israelis must acknowl-
edge that just as Israel’s right to exist cannot
be denied, neither can Palestine’s. The United
States does not accept the legitimacy of con-
tinued Israeli settlements. This construction
violates previous agreements and undermines
efforts to achieve peace. It is time for these
settlements to stop.

And Israel must also live up to its obligation
to ensure that Palestinians can live and work
and develop their society. Just as it devastates
Palestinian families, the continuing humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza does not serve Israel’s se-
curity, neither does the continuing lack of op-
portunity in the West Bank. Progress in the
daily lives of the Palestinian people must be a
critical part of a road to peace, and Israel must
take concrete steps to enable such progress.

And finally, the Arab States must recognize
that the Arab Peace Initiative was an impor-
tant beginning, but not the end of their re-
sponsibilities. The Arab-Israeli conflict should
no longer be used to distract the people of Ar-
ab nations from other problems. Instead, it
must be a cause for action to help the Palestin-
ian people develop the institutions that will
sustain their state, to recognize Israel’s legiti-
macy, and to choose progress over a self-de-
feating focus on the past.

America will align our policies with those
who pursue peace, and we will say in public
what we say in private to Israelis and Palestin-
ians and Arabs. We cannot impose peace. But
privately, many Muslims recognize that Israel
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will not go away. Likewise, many Israelis recog-
nize the need for a Palestinian state. It is time
for us to act on what everyone knows to be true.

Too many tears have been shed. Too much
blood has been shed. All of us have a responsi-
bility to work for the day when the mothers of
Israelis and Palestinians can see their children
grow up without fear, when the Holy Land of
the three great faiths is the place of peace that
God intended it to be, when Jerusalem is a se-
cure and lasting home for Jews and Christians
and Muslims and a place for all of the children
of Abraham to mingle peacefully together as in
the story of Isra, when Moses, Jesus, and Mu-
hammed, peace be upon them, joined in prayer.

The third source of tension is our shared in-
terest in the rights and responsibilities of na-
tions on nuclear weapons. This issue has been a
source of tension between the United States
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. For many
years, Iran has defined itself in part by its oppo-
sition to my country, and there is in fact a tu-
multuous history between us. In the middle of
the cold war, the United States played a role in
the overthrow of a democratically elected Irani-
an Government. Since the Islamic Revolution,
Iran has played a role in acts of hostage-taking
and violence against U.S. troops and civilians.
This history is well known. Rather than remain
trapped in the past, I’ve made it clear to Iran’s
leaders and people that my country is prepared
to move forward. The question now is not what
Iran is against, but rather what future it wants
to build.

I recognize it will be hard to overcome de-
cades of mistrust, but we will proceed with
courage, rectitude, and resolve. There will be
many issues to discuss between our two coun-
tries, and we are willing to move forward with-
out preconditions on the basis of mutual re-
spect. But it is clear to all concerned that when
it comes to nuclear weapons, we have reached a
decisive point. This is not simply about Ameri-
ca’s interests. It’s about preventing a nuclear
arms race in the Middle East that could lead
this region and the world down a hugely dan-
gerous path.

I understand those who protest that some
countries have weapons that others do not. No
single nation should pick and choose which na-

tion holds nuclear weapons. And that’s why I
strongly reaffirmed America’s commitment to
seek a world in which no nations hold nuclear
weapons. And any nation, including Iran,
should have the right to access peaceful nuclear
power, if it complies with its responsibilities un-
der the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. That
commitment is at the core of the treaty, and it
must be kept for all who fully abide by it. And
I’m hopeful that all countries in the region can
share in this goal.

The fourth issue that I will address is democ-
racy. I know there has been controversy about
the promotion of democracy in recent years,
and much of this controversy is connected to
the war in Iraq. So let me be clear: No system of
government can or should be imposed by one
nation by any other.

That does not lessen my commitment, how-
ever, to governments that reflect the will of the
people. Each nation gives life to this principle
in its own way, grounded in the traditions of its
own people. America does not presume to know
what is best for everyone, just as we would not
presume to pick the outcome of a peaceful elec-
tion. But I do have an unyielding belief that all
people yearn for certain things: the ability to
speak your mind and have a say in how you are
governed, confidence in the rule of law and the
equal administration of justice, government that
is transparent and doesn’t steal from the people,
the freedom to live as you choose. These are not
just American ideas, they are human rights. And
that is why we will support them everywhere.

Now, there is no straight line to realize this
promise, but this much is clear: Governments
that protect these rights are ultimately more
stable, successful, and secure. Suppressing
ideas never succeeds in making them go away.
America respects the right of all peaceful and
law-abiding voices to be heard around the
world, even if we disagree with them. And we
will welcome all elected, peaceful governments,
provided they govern with respect for all their
people.

This last point is important, because there
are some who advocate for democracy only
when they’re out of power. Once in power, they
are ruthless in suppressing the rights of others.
So no matter where it takes hold, government
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of the people and by the people sets a single
standard for all who would hold power. You
must maintain your power through consent,
not coercion; you must respect the rights of
minorities and participate with a spirit of toler-
ance and compromise; you must place the in-
terests of your people and the legitimate work-
ings of the political process above your party.
Without these ingredients, elections alone do
not make true democracy.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. Thank you.
The fifth issue that we must address togeth-

er is religious freedom. Islam has a proud tra-
dition of tolerance. We see it in the history of
Andalusia and Cordoba during the Inquisition.
I saw it firsthand as a child in Indonesia, where
devout Christians worshiped freely in an over-
whelmingly Muslim country. That is the spirit
we need today. People in every country should
be free to choose and live their faith based up-
on the persuasion of the mind and the heart
and the soul. This tolerance is essential for re-
ligion to thrive, but it’s being challenged in
many different ways.

Among some Muslims, there’s a disturbing
tendency to measure one’s own faith by the re-
jection of somebody else’s faith. The richness
of religious diversity must be upheld, whether
it is for Maronites in Lebanon or the Copts in
Egypt. And if we are being honest, fault lines
must be closed among Muslims as well, as the
divisions between Sunni and Shi’a have led to
tragic violence, particularly in Iraq.

Freedom of religion is central to the ability
of peoples to live together. We must always ex-
amine the ways in which we protect it. For in-
stance, in the United States, rules on charita-
ble giving have made it harder for Muslims to
fulfill their religious obligation. That’s why I’m
committed to working with American Muslims
to ensure that they can fulfill zakat.

Likewise, it is important for Western coun-
tries to avoid impeding Muslim citizens from
practicing religion as they see fit, for instance,
by dictating what clothes a Muslim woman
should wear. We can’t disguise hostility to-
wards any religion behind the pretence of lib-
eralism.

In fact, faith should bring us together. And
that’s why we’re forging service projects in
America to bring together Christians, Mus-
lims, and Jews. That’s why we welcome efforts
like Saudi Arabian King Abdallah’s interfaith
dialog and Turkey’s leadership in the Alliance
of Civilizations. Around the world, we can turn
dialog into interfaith service, so bridges be-
tween peoples lead to action, whether it is
combating malaria in Africa or providing relief
after a natural disaster.

The sixth issue that I want to address is
women’s rights. I know—[applause]—I know,
and you can tell from this audience, that there
is a healthy debate about this issue. I reject the
view of some in the West that a woman who
chooses to cover her hair is somehow less
equal, but I do believe that a woman who is
denied an education is denied equality. And it
is no coincidence that countries where women
are well educated are far more likely to be
prosperous.

Now, let me be clear: Issues of women’s
equality are by no means simply an issue for
Islam. In Turkey, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indo-
nesia, we’ve seen Muslim-majority countries
elect a woman to lead. Meanwhile, the strug-
gle for women’s equality continues in many as-
pects of American life and in countries around
the world.

I am convinced that our daughters can con-
tribute just as much to society as our sons. Our
common prosperity will be advanced by allow-
ing all humanity, men and women, to reach
their full potential. I do not believe that wom-
en must make the same choices as men in or-
der to be equal, and I respect those women
who choose to live their lives in traditional
roles. But it should be their choice. And that is
why the United States will partner with any
Muslim-majority country to support expanded
literacy for girls and to help young women
pursue employment through microfinancing
that helps people live their dreams.

Finally, I want to discuss economic develop-
ment and opportunity. I know that for many,
the face of globalization is contradictory. The
Internet and television can bring knowledge
and information, but also offensive sexuality
and mindless violence into the home. Trade
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can bring new wealth and opportunities, but al-
so huge disruptions and change in communi-
ties. In all nations, including America, this
change can bring fear. Fear that because of mo-
dernity, we lose control over our economic
choices, our politics, and, most importantly, our
identities, those things we most cherish about
our communities, our families, our traditions,
and our faith.

But I also know that human progress cannot
be denied. There need not be contradictions
between development and tradition. Countries
like Japan and South Korea grew their econo-
mies enormously while maintaining distinct cul-
tures. The same is true for the astonishing prog-
ress within Muslim-majority countries from
Kuala Lumpur to Dubai. In ancient times and
in our times, Muslim communities have been at
the forefront of innovation and education.

And this is important, because no develop-
ment strategy can be based only upon what
comes out of the ground, nor can it be sustained
while young people are out of work. Many Gulf
States have enjoyed great wealth as a conse-
quence of oil, and some are beginning to focus
it on broader development. But all of us must
recognize that education and innovation will be
the currency of the 21st century, and in too
many Muslim communities there remains un-
derinvestment in these areas. I’m emphasizing
such investment within my own country. And
while America in the past has focused on oil and
gas when it comes to this part of the world, we
now seek a broader engagement.

On education, we will expand exchange pro-
grams and increase scholarships like the one
that brought my father to America. At the same
time, we will encourage more Americans to
study in Muslim communities. And we will
match promising Muslim students with intern-
ships in America, invest in online learning for
teachers and children around the world, and
create a new online network so a young person
in Kansas can communicate instantly with a
young person in Cairo.

On economic development, we will create a
new corps of business volunteers to partner
with counterparts in Muslim-majority coun-
tries. And I will host a summit on entrepreneur-
ship this year to identify how we can deepen

ties between business leaders, foundations, and
social entrepreneurs in the United States and
Muslim communities around the world.

On science and technology, we will launch a
new fund to support technological development
in Muslim-majority countries and to help trans-
fer ideas to mark—to the marketplace so they
can create more jobs. We’ll open centers of sci-
entific excellence in Africa, the Middle East,
and Southeast Asia and appoint new science en-
voys to collaborate on programs that develop
new sources of energy, create green jobs, digi-
tize records, clean water, grow new crops. To-
day I’m announcing a new global effort with the
Organization of the Islamic Conference to erad-
icate polio. And we will also expand partner-
ships with Muslim communities to promote
child and maternal health.

All these things must be done in partnership.
Americans are ready to join with citizens and
governments, community organizations, reli-
gious leaders, and businesses in Muslim com-
munities around the world to help our people
pursue a better life.

And the issues that I have described will not
be easy to address, but we have a responsibility
to join together on behalf of the world that we
seek, a world where extremists no longer threat-
en our people and American troops have come
home, a world where Israelis and Palestinians
are each secure in a state of their own and nu-
clear energy is used for peaceful purposes, a
world where governments serve their citizens
and the rights of all God’s children are respect-
ed. Those are mutual interests. That is the
world we seek, but we can only achieve it to-
gether.

I know there are many, Muslim and non-
Muslim, who question whether we can forge
this new beginning. Some are eager to stoke the
flames of division and to stand in the way of
progress. Some suggest that it isn’t worth the ef-
fort, that we are fated to disagree and civiliza-
tions are doomed to clash. Many more are sim-
ply skeptical that real change can occur. There’s
so much fear, so much mistrust that has built up
over the years. But if we choose to be bound by
the past, we will never move forward. And I
want to particularly say this to young people of
every faith in every country: You, more than
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anyone, have the ability to reimagine the
world, to remake this world.

All of us share this world for but a brief mo-
ment in time. The question is whether we
spend that time focused on what pushes us
apart, or whether we commit ourselves to an
effort, a sustained effort to find common
ground, to focus on the future we seek for our
children, and to respect the dignity of all hu-
man beings.

It’s easier to start wars than to end them.
It’s easier to blame others than to look inward.
It’s easier to see what is different about some-
one than to find the things we share. But we
should choose the right path, not just the easy
path. There’s one rule that lies at the heart of
every religion, that we do unto others as we
would have them do unto us. This truth tran-
scends nations and peoples, a belief that isn’t
new, that isn’t black or white or brown, that
isn’t Christian or Muslim or Jew. It’s a belief
that pulsed in the cradle of civilization and that
still beats in the hearts of billions around the
world. It’s a faith in other people, and it’s what
brought me here today. We have the power to

make the world we seek, but only if we have
the courage to make a new beginning, keeping
in mind what has been written.

The Holy Koran tells us: “O mankind! We
have created you male and a female, and we
have made you into nations and tribes so that
you may know one another.” The Talmud tells
us: “The whole of the Torah is for the purpose
of promoting peace.” The Holy Bible tells us:
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God.” The people of the
world can live together in peace. We know
that is God’s vision, now that must be our work
here on Earth.

Thank you, and may God’s peace be upon
you. Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at
Cairo University. In his remarks, he referred
to Rep. Keith Ellison. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released Arabic, Chinese, Dari,
French, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Malay,
Pashto, Persian, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian,
Turkish, and Urdu language transcripts of
these remarks.

Statement on the Transition to Digital Television Programming
June 4, 2009

On June 12, 1 week from tomorrow, the Na-
tion’s full-power television stations will switch
to all-digital programming. The transition to
digital will free up airwaves for broadband and
enhanced emergency communications for our
police officers, firefighters, and other first re-
sponders.

In February, I worked with Congress to
postpone the deadline television broadcasters
had to end their analog signals, because it was
clear that millions of Americans would have
been left in the dark if the conversion had
gone on as planned. I directed key members of
my administration to reach out and help
Americans, especially those in our most vul-

nerable communities, to make the switch to
digital television.

In the months since then, we have worked
hand in hand with State and local officials,
broadcasters, and community groups to edu-
cate and assist millions of Americans with the
transition. The number of households unpre-
pared for digital television has been cut in half.
Still, some people are not ready. I want to be
clear: There will not be another delay. I urge
everyone who is not yet prepared to act today,
so you don’t lose important news and emer-
gency information on June 12. And I encour-
age all Americans who are prepared, to talk to
their friends, family, and neighbors to make
sure they get ready before it’s too late.


	Inaugural Address
	January 20, 2009

	Remarks to White House Senior Staff
	January 21, 2009

	Statement on a Meeting on the Situation in Iraq
	January 21, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Retired Military Officers
	January 22, 2009

	Remarks at the State Department
	January 22, 2009

	Statement on the 36th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
	January 22, 2009

	Memorandum on Review of the Detention of Ali Saleh Kahlah al-Marri
	January 22, 2009

	Statement on the Appointment of Kirsten Gillibrand as Senator for New York
	January 23, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	January 24, 2009

	Statement on the Mexico City Policy and Assistance for Voluntary Population Planning
	January 24, 2009

	Remarks on Energy
	January 26, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With United States Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George J. Mitchell and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
	January 26, 2009

	Statement on India’s Republic Day
	January 26, 2009

	Message on the Observance of the Lunar New Year
	January 26, 2009

	Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Timothy F. Geithner as Secretary of the Treasury
	January 26, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With the House Republican Conference
	January 27, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Business Leaders
	January 28, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates and the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Arlington, Virginia
	January 28, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Economic Stabilization Legislation
	January 28, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009
	January 29, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers and an Exchange With Reporters
	January 29, 2009

	Statement on Former Governor Rod Blagojevich of Illinois
	January 29, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Passage of Health Care Legislation
	January 29, 2009

	Remarks on Signing Executive Orders Regarding Labor and a Memorandum Creating the Middle Class Working Families Task Force
	January 30, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	January 31, 2009

	Statement on Provincial Elections in Iraq
	January 31, 2009

	Interview With Matt Lauer of NBC’s “Today”
	February 1, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting on Economic Stabilization Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
	February 2, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Senator Judd A. Gregg To Be Secretary of Commerce
	February 3, 2009

	Remarks Following a Visit to Capital City Public Charter School
	February 3, 2009

	Statement on Thomas A. Daschle’s Decision To Withdraw His Name From Consideration To Be Secretary of Health and Human Services
	February 3, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	February 4, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009
	February 4, 2009

	Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
	February 5, 2009

	Remarks at the Department of Energy
	February 5, 2009

	Remarks at the House Democratic Caucus Issues Conference in Williamsburg, Virginia
	February 5, 2009

	Remarks on the Establishment of the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board
	February 6, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	February 7, 2009

	Remarks on Economic Stabilization and a Question-and-Answer Session in Elkhart, Indiana
	February 9, 2009

	The President’s News Conference
	February 9, 2009

	Remarks on Economic Stabilization and a Question-and-Answer Session in Fort Myers, Florida
	February 10, 2009

	Remarks on Economic Stabilization in Springfield, Virginia
	February 11, 2009

	Statement on Representative John D. Dingell, Jr.’s Years of Federal Service
	February 11, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Passage of Economic Stabilization Legislation
	February 11, 2009

	Statement on Digital Television Conversion Delay Legislation
	February 11, 2009

	Remarks at the Reopening of Ford’s Theatre
	February 11, 2009

	Remarks at a Lincoln Bicentennial Celebration
	February 12, 2009

	Remarks at a Caterpillar Plant in East Peoria, Illinois
	February 12, 2009

	Statement on the Fourth Anniversary of the Death of Former Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon
	February 12, 2009

	Remarks at the Abraham Lincoln Association Annual Banquet in Springfield, Illinois
	February 12, 2009

	Remarks to the Business Council
	February 13, 2009

	Statement on the Crash of Continental Connection Flight 3407 in Clarence, New York
	February 13, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	February 14, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 in Denver, Colorado
	February 17, 2009

	Statement on Signing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
	February 17, 2009

	Statement on United States Troop Levels in Afghanistan
	February 17, 2009

	Interview With Peter Mansbridge of Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
	February 17, 2009

	Remarks at Dodson High School in Mesa, Arizona
	February 18, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada in Ottawa, Canada
	February 19, 2009

	Remarks to the United States Conference of Mayors
	February 20, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	February 21, 2009

	Remarks to the National Governors Association
	February 23, 2009

	Remarks at the Fiscal Responsibility Summit
	February 23, 2009

	Remarks and a Discussion at the Closing Session of the Fiscal Responsibility Summit
	February 23, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Taro Aso of Japan and an Exchange With Reporters
	February 24, 2009

	Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress
	February 24, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Gary F. Locke To Be Secretary of Commerce
	February 25, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers
	February 25, 2009

	Remarks on the Federal Budget
	February 26, 2009

	Remarks on Military Operations in Iraq at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
	February 27, 2009

	Interview With Master Sergeant Rusty Barfield of the Pentagon Channel
	February 27, 2009

	Memorandum on Transfer of Detainee to Control of the Attorney General
	February 27, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	February 28, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Governor Kathleen Sebelius To Be Secretary of Health and Human Services and Nancy-Ann DeParle To Be Director of the White House Office for Health Reform
	March 2, 2009

	Remarks at the Department of Transportation
	March 3, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 3, 2009

	Remarks on the 160th Anniversary of the Department of the Interior
	March 3, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Zimbabwe
	March 3, 2009

	Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of China
	March 3, 2009

	Remarks on Government Contracting
	March 4, 2009

	Remarks at a Dinner for Congressional Committee Chairs
	March 4, 2009

	Remarks at the Opening Session of the White House Forum on Health Reform
	March 5, 2009

	Remarks and a Discussion at the Closing Session of the White House Forum on Health Reform
	March 5, 2009

	Remarks at a Columbus Police Academy Graduation Ceremony in Columbus, Ohio
	March 6, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	March 7, 2009

	Statement on International Women’s Day
	March 8, 2009

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order Removing Barriers to Responsible Scientific Research Involving Human Stem Cells and a Memorandum on Scientific Integrity
	March 9, 2009

	Remarks to the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
	March 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations
	March 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 11, 2009

	Remarks on Government Spending and Earmark Reform
	March 11, 2009

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order Establishing a White House Council on Women and Girls
	March 11, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009
	March 11, 2009

	Interview With Regional Reporters
	March 11, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Iran
	March 11, 2009

	Remarks at the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Implementation Conference
	March 12, 2009

	Remarks at the National Defense University
	March 12, 2009

	Remarks and a Discussion With the Business Roundtable
	March 12, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board Chairman Paul A. Volcker and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 13, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	March 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 14, 2009

	Remarks to Small-Business Owners and Community Lenders
	March 16, 2009

	Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of the Department of Veterans Affairs
	March 16, 2009

	Remarks on the Federal Budget
	March 17, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland and an Exchange with Reporters
	March 17, 2009

	Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Shamrock Presentation Ceremony With Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland
	March 17, 2009

	Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Luncheon
	March 17, 2009

	Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of China
	March 17, 2009

	Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Reception
	March 17, 2009

	Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Reception
	March 17, 2009

	Remarks on Departure for Costa Mesa, California, and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 18, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and Question-and-Answer Session in Costa Mesa
	March 18, 2009

	Statement on the Appointment of Major General J. Scott Gration as United States Special Envoy for Sudan
	March 18, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Encourage Voluntarism
	March 18, 2009

	Remarks at Southern California Edison’s Electric Vehicle Technical Center in Pomona, California
	March 19, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Los Angeles, California
	March 19, 2009

	Interview With Jay Leno of “The Tonight Show” in Burbank, California
	March 19, 2009

	Statement on House of Representative Passage of Legislation to Tax Bonuses for Certain Employees of Companies Receiving Troubled Asset Relief Program Money
	March 19, 2009

	Remarks to the National Conference of State Legislatures
	March 20, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting on Transportation Infrastructure
	March 20, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Nowruz
	March 20, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	March 21, 2009

	Statement on France’s Decision to Participate in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Military Command
	March 21, 2009

	Memorandum on Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians
	March 20, 2009

	Remarks Following an Economic Briefing and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 23, 2009

	Remarks on Energy
	March 23, 2009

	Question-and-Answer Session With Crewmembers of the International Space Station and Space Shuttle Discovery
	March 24, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Kevin M. Rudd of Australia and an Exchange With Reporters
	March 24, 2009

	The President’s News Conference
	March 24, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert “Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
	March 25, 2009

	Remarks at a Celebration of Greek Independence Day
	March 25, 2009

	Statement on the Death of John Hope Franklin
	March 25, 2009

	Statement on National Medal of Honor Day
	March 25, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	March 25, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	March 25, 2009

	Remarks at a Virtual Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session
	March 26, 2009

	Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Peace Treaty Between Egypt and Israel
	March 26, 2009

	Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation to Promote Voluntarism
	March 26, 2009

	Remarks on United States Military and Diplomatic Strategies for Afghanistan and Pakistan
	March 27, 2009

	Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for Eric H. Holder, Jr., as Attorney General
	March 27, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	March 28, 2009

	Remarks on the United States Automobile Industry
	March 30, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009
	March 30, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009
	March 30, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With United States Special Envoy to Sudan Major General J. Scott Gration
	March 30, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception Honoring Representative David R. Obey
	March 30, 2009

	Statement Commemorating the Birthday of Cesar Chavez
	March 31, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Promote Voluntarism
	March 31, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the Untied Kingdom in London, England
	April 1, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in London
	April 1, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia
	April 1, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Russia Regarding Negotiations on Further Reductions in Strategic Offensive Arms
	April 1, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in London
	April 1, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea in London, England
	April 2, 2009

	Statement on House of Representative Passage of the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget
	April 2, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in London
	April 2, 2009

	Message to the Senate Transmitting an Annex to the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty
	April 2, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France in Strasbourg, France
	April 3, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Strasbourg
	April 3, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany in Baden-Baden, Germany
	April 3, 2009

	Statement on Senate Passage of the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget
	April 3, 2009

	Statement on the Shooting in Binghamton, New York
	April 3, 2009

	Remarks to the North Atlantic Council in Strasbourg, France
	April 4, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	April 4, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Konstandinos Karamanlis of Greece in Strasbourg
	April 4, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in Strasbourg
	April 4, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Vaclav Klaus and Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek of the Czech Republic in Prague, Czech Republic
	April 5, 2009

	Remarks in Prague
	April 5, 2009

	Exchange With Reporters in Prague
	April 5, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain in Prague
	April 5, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Lech Kaczynski and Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland in Prague
	April 5, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Former President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic in Prague
	April 5, 2009

	Statement on the Situation in North Korea
	April 5, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States and the European Council on the North Korean Launch
	April 5, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Abdullah Gul of Turkey in Ankara, Turkey
	April 6, 2009

	Remarks to the Grand National Assembly of Turkey in Ankara
	April 6, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey in Ankara
	April 6, 2009

	Remarks in a Discussion With Students in Istanbul, Turkey
	April 7, 2009

	Exchange With Reporters in Baghdad, Iraq
	April 7, 2009

	Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda
	April 7, 2009

	Remarks to Military Personnel in Baghdad
	April 7, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq in Baghdad
	April 7, 2009

	Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on the Home Mortgage Industry
	April 9, 2009

	Remarks on Veterans Health Care
	April 9, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a Supplemental Appropriations Request for Ongoing Military, Diplomatic, and Intelligence Operations
	April 9, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Senior Economic Advisers and an Exchange With Reporters
	April 10, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	April 11, 2009

	Statement on the Rescue of Richard Phillips off the Coast of Somalia
	April 12, 2009

	Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
	April 13, 2009

	Remarks at the Department of Transportation
	April 13, 2009

	Statement on the Month of the Military Child
	April 13, 2009

	Memorandum on Promoting Democracy and Human Rights in Cuba
	April 13, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	April 14, 2009

	Remarks on Tax Reform
	April 15, 2009

	Interview With Juan Carlos Lopez of CNN En Espanol
	April 15, 2009

	Remarks on Transportation Infrastructure
	April 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony in Mexico City, Mexico
	April 16, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico in Mexico City
	April 16, 2009

	Statement on the Release of Department of Justice Office of Legal Counsel Memos Concerning Interrogation Techniques
	April 16, 2009

	Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico in Mexico City
	April 16, 2009

	Remarks to the Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
	April 17, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	April 18, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Leaders of the Union of South American Nations in Port of Spain
	April 18, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Leaders of the Central American Integration System in Port of Spain
	April 19, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in Port of Spain
	April 19, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the New Arrangements to Borrow Fund
	April 16, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Cabinet Members and an Exchange With Reporters
	April 20, 2009

	Remarks at the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Virginia
	April 20, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With King Abdullah II of Jordan and an Exchange With Reporters
	April 21, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United States Naval Academy Midshipmen
	April 21, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act
	April 21, 2009

	Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of China
	April 21, 2009

	Remarks at Trinity Structural Towers Manufacturing Plant in Newton, Iowa
	April 22, 2009

	Remarks at the Holocaust Days of Remembrance Ceremony
	April 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Credit Card Industry Representatives and an Exchange With Reporters
	April 23, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 NCAA Football Champion University of Florida Gators
	April 23, 2009

	Remarks on Education Reform
	April 24, 2009

	Statement on World Malaria Day
	April 24, 2009

	Statement on Armenian Remembrance Day
	April 24, 2009

	Statement on the Election of Matthew S. “Scott” Murphy to the United States House of Representatives
	April 24, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	April 25, 2009

	Remarks at the National Academy of Sciences
	April 27, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 and 2009 NCAA Women’s Basketball Champion University of Connecticut Huskies
	April 27, 2009

	Memorandum on Delegation of Certain Authority Under the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008
	April 27, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senior Officials at the Federal Bureau of Investigation and an Exchange With Reporters
	April 28, 2009

	Remarks to Federal Bureau of Investigation Employees
	April 28, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2009 National and State Teachers of the Year
	April 28, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Action on Hate Crimes Prevention Legislation
	April 28, 2009

	Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Kathleen Sebelius as Secretary of Health and Human Services
	April 28, 2009

	Remarks on Senator Arlen Specter’s Decision to Join the Senate Democratic Caucus
	April 29, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Arnold, Missouri
	April 29, 2009

	The President’s News Conference
	April 29, 2009

	Remarks on the United States Automobile Industry
	April 30, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting on the Federal Government Procurement Process
	April 30, 2009

	Remarks at the Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride Opening Ceremony
	April 30, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Credit Card Reform Legislation
	April 30, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a Request for Funds to Enhance Capabilities to Combat the Global Influenza Outbreak
	April 30, 2009

	Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters
	May 1, 2009

	Remarks a Naturalization Ceremony for Active Duty Servicemembers
	May 1, 2009

	Remarks on the Retirement of Supreme Court Justice David H. Souter
	May 1, 2009

	Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius and Secretary of Commerce Gary F. Locke
	May 1, 2009

	Statement on World Press Freedom Day
	May 1, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	May 2, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Former Representative Jack F. Kemp
	May 3, 2009

	Remarks on Tax Reform
	May 4, 2009

	Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo Celebration
	May 4, 2009

	Statement on the Global Health Initiative
	May 5, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan and President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan
	May 6, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan and President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan
	May 6, 2009

	Message to the Congress Transmitting the Protocol Additional to the Agreement Between the United States of America and the International Atomic Energy Agency for the Application of Safeguards in the United States of America
	May 5, 2009

	Remarks on the Federal Budget
	May 7, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey V. Lavrov of Russia
	May 7, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Actions of the Government of Syria
	May 7, 2009

	Message to the Congress Transmitting the Budget of the United States Government for Fiscal Year 2010
	May 7, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy and Job Training
	May 8, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting on the Global Influenza Outbreak
	May 8, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	May 9, 2009

	Remarks at the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
	May 9, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	May 11, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2009 NCAA Men’s Basketball Champion University of North Carolina Tar Heels
	May 11, 2009

	Statement on the Shootings at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq
	May 11, 2009

	Remarks Following a Discussion on Employer Health Care Costs
	May 12, 2009

	Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring the National Association of Police Organizations TOP COPS
	May 12, 2009

	Letter to Health Care Stakeholders
	May 12, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a Supplemental Budget Request
	May 12, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating the Performing Arts
	May 12, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Democratic Congressional Leadership
	May 13, 2009

	Remarks Prior to Departure for Tempe, Arizona
	May 13, 2009

	Commencement Address at Arizona State University in Tempe
	May 13, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Rio Rancho, New Mexico
	May 14, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Burma
	May 14, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 World Series Champion Philadelphia Phillies
	May 15, 2009

	Statement on Military Commissions
	May 15, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	May 16, 2009

	Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Governor Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., To Be Ambassador to China
	May 16, 2009

	Commencement Address at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana
	May 17, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Indianapolis, Indiana
	May 17, 2009

	Remarks at a Keep Indiana Blue Fundraiser Event in Indianapolis
	May 17, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and an Exchange With Reporters
	May 18, 2009

	Statement on Haitian Flag Day
	May 18, 2009

	Remarks on Fuel Efficiency Standards
	May 19, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting on the United States Nonproliferation Policy
	May 19, 2009

	Remarks Honoring National Small Business Award Winners
	May 19, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Stabilization in Iraq
	May 19, 2009

	Remarks During a Quarterly Meeting of the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board
	May 20, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009 and Legislation To Prevent Mortgage Foreclosures and Enhance Mortgage Credit Availability
	May 20, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009
	May 20, 2009

	Remarks at the National Archives and Records Administration
	May 21, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2009 Super Bowl Champion Pittsburgh Steelers
	May 21, 2009

	Statement on Energy and Commerce Committee Action on Energy and Climate Legislation
	May 21, 2009

	Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement for Cooperation Between the Government of the United States of America and the Government of the United Arab Emirates Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
	May 21, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Weapons System Acquisition Reforms Act of 2009
	May 22, 2009

	Commencement Address at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland
	May 22, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act of 2009
	May 22, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	May 23, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Former President Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea
	May 23, 2009

	Remarks on the Situation in North Korea
	May 25, 2009

	Statement on the Situation in North Korea
	May 25, 2009

	Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
	May 25, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Sonia Sotomayor To Be a Supreme Court Associate Justice
	May 26, 2009

	Statement on the Detention of Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma
	May 26, 2009

	Statement on the White House Organization for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism
	May 26, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Harry Reid in Las Vegas, Nevada
	May 26, 2009

	Remarks at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada
	May 27, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority and an Exchange With Reporters
	May 28, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Beverly Hills, California
	May 27, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Designations Under the Kingpin Act
	May 28, 2009

	Remarks on Securing the Nation’s Information and Communications Infrastructure
	May 29, 2009

	Remarks Following a Briefing at the Federal Emergency and Management Agency
	May 29, 2009

	Statement on Beginning Negotiations on the Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty
	May 29, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	May 30, 2009

	Statement on the Death of George R. Tiller
	May 31, 2009

	Remarks on the United States Automobile Industry
	June 1, 2009

	Statement on Automobile Manufacturer Chrysler, LLC
	June 1, 2009

	Interview With Justin Webb of BBC World News
	June 1, 2009

	Interview With Laurence Haim of Canal Plus Television
	June 1, 2009

	Interview With Michele Norris and Steve Inskeep of National Public Radio
	June 1, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Representative John M. McHugh To Be Secretary of the Army
	June 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senate Democrats To Discuss Health Care Reform and an Exchange With Reporters
	June 2, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission Act
	June 2, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission Act
	June 2, 2009

	Statement on a Meeting With House Democratic Leaders
	June 2, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a Supplemental Budget Request
	June 2, 2009

	Letter to Senate Democratic Leaders on Health Care Reform
	June 2, 2009

	Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With King Abdallah bin Abd al- Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
	June 3, 2009

	Statement on Arms Control and Nuclear Nonproliferation
	June 3, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt in Cairo, Egypt
	June 4, 2009

	Remarks in Cairo
	June 4, 2009

	Statement on the Transition to Digital Television Programming
	June 4, 2009

	Interview With Foreign Journalists in Cairo
	June 4, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany in Dresden, Germany
	June 5, 2009

	Remarks Following a Tour of Buchenwald Concentration Camp in Weimar, Germany
	June 5, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France in Caen, France
	June 6, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	June 6, 2009

	Remarks on the 65th Anniversary of D-Day in Normandy, France
	June 6, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
	June 8, 2009

	Statement on the Election in Lebanon
	June 8, 2009

	Statement on the Death of President Omar Bongo of Gabon
	June 8, 2009

	Remarks on Fiscal Responsibility and Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
	June 9, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Proposed Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
	June 9, 2009

	Statement on the Day of Portugal, Camoes, and the Portuguese Communities
	June 10, 2009

	Statement on the Shooting at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
	June 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Green Bay, Wisconsin
	June 11, 2009

	Statement on Senate Passage of Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Legislation
	June 11, 2009

	Remarks on Congressional Passage of Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
	June 12, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai of Zimbabwe
	June 12, 2009

	Statement on World Day Against Child Labor
	June 12, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government of Belarus and Other Persons That Undermine Democratic Processes or Institutions in Belarus
	June 12, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	June 13, 2009

	Remarks to the American Medical Association National Conference in Chicago, Illinois
	June 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy and an Exchange With Reporters
	June 15, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployments of United States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
	June 15, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea
	June 16, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of Korea on the Alliance Between the United States of America and the Republic of Korea
	June 16, 2009

	Statement on the Start of Afghanistan’s Election Season
	June 16, 2009

	Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the New Zealand-United States Taxation Convention
	June 16, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Financial Regulators
	June 17, 2009

	Remarks on Financial Regulatory Reform
	June 17, 2009

	Remarks on Signing a Memorandum on Federal Benefits and Non- Discrimination
	June 17, 2009

	Statement on Signing a Memorandum on Federal Benefits and Non- Discrimination and Support of Domestic Partners Benefits and Obligations Legislation
	June 17, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation Created by the Accumulation of Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Territory of the Russian Federation
	June 18, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser Event for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
	June 18, 2009

	Remarks at the National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast
	June 19, 2009

	Remarks to Participants of the Year Up Center in Arlington, Virginia
	June 19, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting on Fatherhood and a Question-and-Answer Session
	June 19, 2009

	Remarks at a Barbeque for Young Men
	June 19, 2009

	Statement on Proposed Health Care Reform Legislation
	June 19, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Juneteenth
	June 19, 2009

	Remarks at the Radio and Television Correspondents Association Dinner
	June 19, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	June 20, 2009

	Statement on the Situation in Iran
	June 20, 2009

	Statement on Medicare Reform
	June 20, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	June 22, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act of 2009
	June 22, 2009

	Statement on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Commuter Train Crash in Washington, DC
	June 22, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Western Balkans
	June 22, 2009

	The President’s News Conference
	June 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of Chile and an Exchange With Reporters
	June 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting on Health Care Reform and an Exchange With Reporters
	June 24, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009
	June 24, 2009

	Message to Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to North Korea
	June 24, 2009

	Remarks at ABC’s “Prescription for America” Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session
	June 24, 2009

	Remarks at a United We Serve Event
	June 25, 2009

	Remarks on Energy Legislation
	June 25, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Members of Congress
	June 25, 2009

	Statement on the National Endowment for Democracy’s 2009 Democracy Award Recipients
	June 25, 2009

	Remarks at the Congressional Luau
	June 25, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009
	June 24, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany
	June 26, 2009

	Statement on United Nations International Day in Support of Torture Victims
	June 26, 2009

	Remarks on Energy Legislation
	June 26, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	June 27, 2009

	Statement on National HIV Testing Day
	June 27, 2009

	Statement on the Situation in Honduras
	June 28, 2009

	Remarks on Energy
	June 29, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Alvaro Uribe Velez of Colombia and an Exchange With Reporters
	June 29, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception Honoring Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month
	June 29, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	June 29, 2009

	Remarks on Community Service Programs
	June 30, 2009

	Statement on Senator-Elect Al Franken’s Certification as Winner of the 2008 Minnesota Senatorial Race
	June 30, 2009

	Statement on a Meeting on the 1976 Influenza Outbreak
	June 30, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Concerning a Review of the Performance of Bolivia and Ecuador as Set Forth in the Andean Trade Preference Act
	June 30, 2009

	Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements
	Appendix B—Nominations Submitted to the Senate
	Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases
	Appendix D—Presidential Documents Published in the Federal Register
	Subject Index
	Name Index
	Document Categories List

		Superintendent of Documents
	2011-03-22T17:00:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




